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Photo—First indoor meeting at Churchville Nature Center. All masked up and Social Distanced
Look for more information in this Newsletter for December’s Meeting which will be online. See inside the newsletter for how to
get access to Zoom meeting.
The Delaware Valley Fly Fishers an affiliate club of Fly Fishers International and is a non-profit 501 (c) (7), conservation and
educational organization that has been promoting the sport of Fly Fishing and Fly Tying since 1984.

We meet the 2nd Thursday of the Month
Articles for the Flies and Lies newsletter must be submitted by the first week of the month to be published in the following
publication

DVFF Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/DVFlyFisher/
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From the President’s Fly Tying Desk
As stated in the
October Newsletter,
we are keeping a
close eye of the
COVID
situation.
With Bucks County
and
Philadelphia
cases raising, we feel
it is prudent to go
with the December
and
January
Meetings using Zoom
Online.
Once the
cases start showing signs of stabilizing we will go
back to limited attendance and mask with an online
broadcast from Churchville Nature Center.
I received a good number of “Fish Tale”
submissions, to me this is showing that our
membership wants to be more involved with our
club. You get from the club what you put into in,
this is your club.
Currently we have our 1ST Winter Online
Fundraiser, which will end January 13th. The
current tally is $240 with only 9 members
participating. We could not have the Holiday Party
this year and the raffle at the dinner is one of our
major fundraising events, so to help the club
expenses the Winter Fundraiser was established.
More information in the newsletter but just keep in
mind you are helping your club by participating in
the fundraiser.

A new trips have been planned for 2021, also with
these trips is an opportunity to partner up with a
mentor. We are planning a mentorship program to
help our new members or new fly anglers on how
to fly fish.

We currently have booked our speakers through
out the year. Our speaker cost is $1,300, and so far
dues brought approximately $1,260. As you can
see we are behind on the speaker cost. We also
have the Insurance cost, Membership cost to
Churchville Nature Center for the room and ground
usage, and FFI Affiliate Membership. This all goes
hand in hand with only 14% of our membership
participating in the Winter Fundraiser.
The Online Intermediate class is going on, and
registration is still open for the Beginner Fly Tying
Class and for those looking to see the new Silver Fly
Tying Award I will be doing a 9 week presentation
on the new silver award in January.

We all received sad news of the passing of Tom
Gilmore. Tom was active in the fly fishing world
and the Audubon Society. Tim has written several
book on places in PA and NJ to go fly fishing and
was a speaker at many Fly Fishing Clubs and shows.
He will be truly missed.
Merry Christmas everyone, Happy Holidays and
Stay Safe.
Hoping your hooks stay sharp and your flies do not
end up caught in trees
Jerry Coviello
DVFF President
FFI Fly Tying Group Chairman
FFI Buz Buszek Fly Tying Award Recipient
Fly Tyer Magazine Columnist
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December 10 Meeting
Fish Tails
Online Zoom Meeting
We have a member presentation for our December
Meeting. I asked for photos to be emailed to me
and will have a presentation of all the members fish
that they caught. Each member will have a few
minutes to give a talk about how, where and what
was so memorable
Our Guest Speakers include
“On West Branch of the Ausable”
With Michael Yamane
“Delaware Shad”
With Jerry Duffy
Trout, Summer Flounder, False Albacore and Bass
With Robert Horton
Stripers and Trout
With Scott Griffin

On the Madison and Shoshone
With Tony Cocchiara
Walloosac River Vermont
With Bill Fretz
Flounder, Whitefish and Browns
With Dale Jones
Striper, Bonefish and Trout
With Jerry Coviello
Zoom Meeting Link
Time: Dec 10, 2020 07:30 PM Eastern Time (US
and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87048932788
I will also broadcast the meeting to the Delaware
Valley Fly Fishers Facebook Page.

The Pennypack
With Sheldon Slusser

Why are we Affiliated with Fly Fishers International?
At the Business portion of the December Meeting, I will give an overview of what is Fly Fishers International
and what benefits does DVFF receive from being an Affiliated Club of FFI. I will also go over the differences
of Affiliated vs Charter Club.
Programs and Education
Business Industry Partner Program, New Member Incentive Program, Equipment Loaner, Fly Tying Video
Library, Fly Casting Videos, Learning Center, bigger voice for Conservation (Local National and World Wide).
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December 10th Meeting
January 14th Meeting
Group gatherings are being discouraged to help slow the spread of COVID. We at DVFF are complying
with the health officials and with CDC recommendations. I believe we will get through this but in the
meantime we will continue our meetings whether Online or In Person.

Join Zoom December 10th Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87048932788

Meeting Location (When Allowed)
Churchville Nature Center
501 Churchville Lane
Churchville, Pennsylvania 18966
7:00 PM EST

Local Fly Shops that support DVFF though donations and advertising

Mainstream Outfitters
1121 N. Easton Rd.
Doylestown, PA 18902
215-766-1244
http://mainstreamoutfitters.com

Plymouth Meeting Orvis Retail
Store
500 W Germantown Pike, Space
1515
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462

Tulpehocken Creek Outfitters
525 West Lancaster Avenue
Haverford, PA 19041
Phone: 610-527-3388
www.tcoflyfishing.com

Fretz’s Furled Leaders
www.fretzfurledleaders.com
WFRETZ@fretzfurledleaders.com
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January 14 Meeting
Anita Coulton
Addressing the Physical Side of Fly Fishing
Anita is also a Physical Therapy Assistant and will tie in her
professional physical therapy knowledge with her expertise
in fly fishing, to give tips and suggestions to improve your
day on the stream. Anita will discuss strength, flexibility and
balance and how they relate to improving overall fitness, and
duration on the water. These suggestions will help you last
longer on the water as you catch these monsters on the
West Branch of the Delaware.
Anita Coulton is an Orvis Endorsed Fly Fishing Guide with
Cross Current Guide Service
Anita’s journey with a fly rod began at age 3 when her father, an avid outdoorsman, sat her on the bank
with a tattered Zebco rod. A deep love for the outdoors was
born, and more importantly, a passion to
pursue anything that could be caught with a fishing rod. Her
extensive fly fishing experience spans over
20 years and she is comfortable in both fresh and saltwater.
A former competitive angler, she has fished
alongside some of the World’s best. In 2017, she earned the title of NJ Flyfisherman of the year. Anita is
a graduate of Reel Women Guide School, based in Montana. She is proud to be an Orvis Endorsed Guide
with Cross Current Guide Service, and in season you can find her navigating her Clackacraft on the Upper
Delaware River, chasing some of the toughest brown trout around. In addition to guiding, Anita is
active with Casting for Recovery and has been involved for over 10 years. She is also an avid writer and
contributor for magazines such as Dun Magazine and Fly Fisherman.

Orvis Plymouth Meeting donated a Clearwater 9’ 5wt. rod and reel outfit. The plan
is to raffle the Orvis rod will be drawn at the December Meeting
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We have an online fundraiser that will end January 13 at 8PM. There are some nice raffles and two auctions
listed. This fundraiser is needed to help DVFF with expenses and helps with speaker costs. The DVFF
Holiday party was canceled due to COVID and we had raffles at the dinner, this raffle was a large part of the
DVFF income. Below graph shows how the membership is participating in the Online Fundraiser.
I know many are concerned about the future with COVID, BUT once this is over we will be able book more
speakers, have more outings and picnics and workshops. We, DVFF, are committed to keeping the club
going and giving you best we can with all things Fly Fishing
At this time we would like to thank
the following People for contributing
to our Winter Fundraiser, Thank you
for your support to DVFF
James Brennan
Sheldon Slusser
Robert Horton
Jerry Coviello
Bill Fretz
Wayne Radel
Dale Jones
Bill Ashcraft
Rob Huebner
Dr. Michael Yamane
There is plenty of time to buy raffles
and bid on auctions
DVFF is using a company called Better World, they are also a non Profit Organization. Better World will
host a Non Profit Organizations online fundraiser for no cost, except if you feel you would like to donate
a $2.00 Tip, this tip is completely optional. We do ask if you cover the credit card charges. Currently we
have raised $250.00
The DVFF Winter Fundraiser is located at

https://dvff.betterworld.org/

Currently there are 5 Raffle Items and 2 Auction Items
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DVFF Winter Fundraiser (Continued)

2 Dozen Flies and Box

$75 Value. 24 Flies tied by Jerry Coviello, Fly Fishers International Buz
Buszek Award Recipient. This is the leading item in the raffle
To enter to win this prize
https://dvff.betterworld.org/giveaways/2-dozen-flies-box

FRETZ FURLED LEADERS Starter Pack
Starter Bundle (Leader Wallet, 2 Leaders and Otter Butter line
dressing). To keep your leaders organized and ready to go. A
$45.00 value—donated by Bill Fretz

To enter to win this prize
https://dvff.betterworld.org/giveaways/fretz-furled-leadersstarter-pac
Orvis Safe Passage Bag
A midsized pack for the angler who likes the freedom of fishing
without a vest
To enter to win this prize
https://dvff.betterworld.org/giveaways/november-raffle
Fly Fishing for Freshwater Striped Bass - Autograph Copy
Brand new book by Henry Cowen on Fly Fishing for Freshwater
Striped Bass. A complete guide to tackle, tactics and finding fish
- Donated by Jerry Coviello
To enter to win this prize

https://dvff.betterworld.org/giveaways/fly-fishing-freshwaterstriped-b

8

Flies and Lies

DVFF Winter Fundraiser (Continued)

New C&F Fly Box

$40 Value. C&F Fly Box small 6 row fly case with midge
threader. Donated by Sheldon Slusser
To enter to win this prize
https://dvff.betterworld.org/giveaways/new-fly-box

"The Masters Touch" by Stevan Dohanos
This piece was put together by The Postal Commemorative Society and
includes three specialized stamps and a name plate. The print is 22 1/2" X
18 1/2" with a frame. There are some scuffs/scratches to the frame. The
frame is 22 1/2" X 18 1/2". The print is 13" X 11" from what can be seen
from the matting in. The rear of the piece has a label from the Postal
Commemorative Society and it has the hanging wire already attached.
Silent Auction Item https://dvff.betterworld.org/auctions/delawarevalley-fly-fishers-dece/items/masters-touch-by-stevan-dohanos

Private Online Fly Tying Class with Jerry Coviello
4 Private Online Classes Value $200
Take a 4 day online fly tying class with Fly Fishers International Buz
Buszek Fly Tying Award Recipient, and Fly Tyer Magazine Columnist,
Jerry Coviello. Pick 4 flies from his list of flies you would like to learn
Jerry will send you a step by step PDF directions of each fly. Materials
are not included since this is an online class. You will receive a material list and directions to tie them so you will be able to remember what
you learned

Silent Auction Item https://dvff.betterworld.org/auctions/delawarevalley-fly-fishers-dece/items/private-online-fly-tying-class-j
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DVFF PRIDE

First let me thank you for your vote of confidence in
allowing me the opportunity to serve as Vice
President. I hope I can live up to your expectations, I
will certainly give it my best. For those who do not
know, I was a charter member of DVFF back in 1984,
joining shortly after the founding members started
the club in September of that year. I remained a
member for the first 5 years of DVFF’s existence, and
a year after I moved out of the area. This is basically
where I got my feet wet in fly fishing thanks to those
four or five guys, especially Russ Long, who took me
under his wing in those early days.

through uncharted territory these days with the
Covid-19 issue. But that does not mean we have to
give up our club or let it fall by the wayside. We just
have to adapt and overcome! We have to think
outside the box. And I do not just mean the club’s
leadership, we all need to have a hand in it. We all
reap the benefits therefore we should all sow the
seeds for new ideas. If we all join forces and each of
us does just a little something extra, we can do this
very easily. Don’t be afraid to share any ideas you
might have and consider ways you can help to
implement those ideas.

After a 30 year absence from the hobby my interest
renewed itself and I soon found myself looking to
see if DVFF still was in existence, I wanted to return
home so to speak since I was back in the Philly area
again. I was pleased to see DVFF was still here and
doing well. I was excited to see some familiar faces
from long ago, and in talking with some of those
people, some names were spoken which were also
familiar to me. So here I am, a bit older, but just as
committed to the club as I was back then.

Since our usual fundraising efforts are being
thwarted by the Covid-19 issue we must get creative.
Jerry C. and I have been tossing around a few things.
By the time you read this some may have already
been implemented. The Board discounted the dues
this year because we missed 6 months of meetings
and activities. Some of you saw fit to pay the normal
amount anyway and for that we are grateful, your
generosity will be a big help.

I started this off with that bit of my history here, so
you get a feel for where I have been with DVFF and
where I want to see us go. After those 30 years I still
had “pride” in my beginnings here. I would like to
see each one of you have that same feeling and
experience here. And maybe you already do, that is
good, but I want it to continue and grow. For those
that are not there yet; well let’s just say, we are
hopefully going to work on that.
A club is only what You make of it. So, there you
have it, my point to this writing, we are going

Not everything has to be about money, you can be a
help by mentoring someone (whether it be on the
fishing side or tying), being a demo tier when we
need them, help to plan a club trip, write an article
for the newsletter or just participate in some other
way. All of these things help to make DVFF a better
club, one in which we can all take pride in as
members.
Regards & Tight Lines
Sheldon Slusser
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Sean Crocker has
donated his time for a
Delaware Valley Fly
Fishers for a once in a
lifetime opportunity.
DVFF will have an
RAFFLE where Sean
will take you on the
water and teach you
the techniques used in
the international world
fly fishing competition. Sean will focus on a strategic approach to the water, rod
choice, Leader make up , flies and various fishing techniques for given
situations.

This is a great way to learn from a member of our National Fly Fishing Team
who loves to compete and share his knowledge of the sport.
This is a perfect opportunity for one person to learn on the stream from Sean
Crocker, member of Fly Fishing Team USA and the captain of Team Freestone

For more information on how to participate in this special AUCTION contact
Steve Wermuth by email at bgwrm4u@aol.com. (I'm sure he will respond
quickly) .
Day with Sean will be drawn in February 2021
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2020—2021 Dues LAST CALL
Since we missed almost 50% of our meetings the Officers and Directors have decided to give a discount on RENEWING
MEMBERS ONLY, for 2020-2021 season, we will only charge $25 for the year. BUT if you would like to donate the other $10 to
help DVFF, we would be very grateful. You can pay online, pay in person or fill out the form and mail it to the club.
Paying online includes a $2.00 processing fee
You could “Hold the Control Key Down and Click the Pay Dues Symbol

Pay Dues Click
Here
Or copy the below link and paste into your browser
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=R7ZMVKRCWE5UG&source=url

Book Review by Jerry Coviello
Fly Fishing for Freshwater Striped Bass by Henry Cowen
Right now there is an autographed copy that is being raffled off online.
The link is https://dvff.betterworld.org/giveaways/fly-fishing-freshwaterstriped-b
There are at least 50 tips on catching more fish and where to find them.
Book goes over flies, equipment needed and structure of where they could
be found.

Crease Flies

Clouser Minnows

Polar Fibre Game Changer
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A new feature has been created off the Delaware
Valley Fly Fishers Facebook Page, it is a Facebook
Group Page. You can find in on the DVFF Facebook
page in the Group Box.
This was created because of a survey comment that
asked for a way so members can communicate,
comment and discuss with the group fly fishing,
tying and any other topics you feel is important.
The difference between the DVFF Facebook Group
Page and the DVFF Facebook Page is, the DVFF
Facebook Page is accessible to the world but only
comments can be left on the page. Only Admins
and Editors can post to the DVFF Facebook Page.
The DVFF Facebook Group Page is members only
and only the members can post and comment on
this page. This becomes an interactive page for our
members to use for discussion topics.
This is a PRIVATE GROUP and if you would like to
join it you need to click on the Group Page Link in
the box and answer the questions and you will be
accepted to the page if you are a paid member.
There are currently 3 Posted Topics in the Group
Page now. Online Meetings, September Fishing
Outing and Online Fly Tying Workshops, more
topics will be created as needed.

Future Trips
By Bill Fretz
We will take a break with trips for December,
January and February. We will continue starting in
March. Below are the future trips planned
March- McMichaelsCreek- Saturday, 03-27-2021.
Meet @ 10am
Hickory Valley Park
1303 Hickory Valley Rd, Stroudsburg, PA

DVFF Group Page rules:
Be Kind and Courteous
We're all in this together to create a welcoming
environment. Let's treat everyone with respect.
Healthy debates are natural, but kindness is
required.
No Hate Speech or Bullying
Make sure everyone feels safe. Bullying of any kind
isn't allowed, and degrading comments about things
like race, religion, culture, sexual orientation,
gender or identity will not be tolerated.
No Promotions or Spam
Give more than you take to this group. Selfpromotion, spam and irrelevant links aren't allowed.
Respect Everyone's Privacy
Being part of this group requires mutual trust.
Authentic, expressive discussions make groups
great, but may also be sensitive and private. What's
shared in the group should stay in the group
This page is moderated so any violations from a
member, will cause the member will be removed.
Please enjoy and be responsible
Jerry Coviello
18360
https://goo.gl/maps/ZMoJLY9Ft2bjWGJF9
APRIL- LIZARD CREEK – Saturday 04-24-2021. Meet
@ 9am Ashfield Playground. Weissport, PA 18235
https://goo.gl/maps/2DcbkSVwjsUvLwTe6
MAY- BRODHEAD Creek. Saturday, 05-22-2021.
Meet @ 8am Brodhead Creek Park
3318 N 5th St, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301
https://goo.gl/maps/muFDZZ1YVvXsUk7L9
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Workshops
With COVID DVFF will have the Fly Tying Workshops online. To better understand what needs the
membership needs or wants we will have a sign up sheet available at the October and November
meetings Instructor: Jerry Coviello, FFI Fly Tying Group Chairperson and FFI Buz Buszek Memorial Fly
Tying Award Recipient
Beginner Fly Tying Workshop—January 13th through March 3rd.
This is a beginner class 8 weeks long and will cover, the woolly bugger, gold ribbed hare’s ear nymph, Gold Ribbed Hares’ Ear Soft
Hackle Wet Fly , Dark Cahill Wet Fly, Dark Cahill Dry Fly, Black Nose Dace Bucktail Streamer , Elk Hair Caddis Dry Fly and Dave’s
Hopper . This will be a Zoom Online Class, starting January 13 for 8 consecutive Wednesdays at 7:30PM. Registration is required.
Must have 5 students for the class to go. https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAldO6orzsuHdalDEwyYw-3cZTOMeg4Y0s Material, Tool List, PDF Manual will be emailed after registration. Please register early so you will have time to purchase your
tools and materials. Paperback book available through Amazon. https://www.amazon.com/Beginners-Tying-Manual-JerryCoviello/dp/1709415010

Working with UV Resin—Date to be determined based on interest
This will be a Intermediate Class using flies to show how to apply UV Resin in your fly tying. Flies covered will be the Thunder
Creek Streamer, Crease Fly, Surf Candy, UV Resin Ultra Shrimp, and CF Streamer. Instructor uses Solarez UV Resin, Thick, Thin and
Flex. Class will be 6 weeks.

Spinning and Stacking Deer Hair—Date to be determined based on interest
This will be an Intermediate Class tying flies that require Spinning or Stacking Deer Hair. There is a difference between just
Spinning Deer and Stacking Deer Hair. We will cover this topic with the following flies, Irresistible Dry Fly, Goddard Caddis, Deer
Hair Popper, Muddler Minnow and Diver.

Beginner Fly Fishing Workshop—March

This will be an online class to go over knots, flies, equipment wading safety, and basic stream etiquette.
Casting will be done at the Lizard Creek Saturday 04-24-2021. Meet @ 9am . The DVFF Learn to Fly Fish Day

Fly Fishers International Silver Fly Tying Award Demo—January
Some of our members took a Bronze Fly Tying Award tying class hosted by DVFF. This was done around 3
years ago. Jerry Coviello will be doing an Online Silver Fly Tyng Award Demo to go over the 9 Evaluation
flies for the award. This workshop will be though the eyes of what an evaluator is looking for, and will go
over the update award coming out later in 2021.
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Transporting Rods
By Jerry Duffy
I've always been nervous piling up several
fly and spinning rods due to a narrow bed.
It's also frustrating when rigged rods get
tangled together and you only want one.
This was a quick cheap solution.

Editor: If you have any tips or tricks you would like to share
please post them on the DVFF Facebook Group page or send
me the article.
Thanks—Jerry Coviello

Attention DVFF Fly Tyers

Coming in April
Tying season is upon us and here is your opportunity to help your club. Who can create the best fly box
collection?
Here is a chance to show off your skills or your favorite flies and have some bragging rights in the
process. We are putting together a little competition where you tie and fill up a fly box.

You then donate the fly box with your flies to DVFF. Once you are ready to enter your fly box, contact
Jerry Coviello at jerry_coviello@verizon.net or send them to him directly so he can photograph your fly
box.
Once photographed they will be added to the “Fly Box Competition Online Fundraiser” where everyone
can vote for the best one or their favorite ($1.00 per vote).
Each vote you cast gives you one chance to win that box, so vote often. The tier of the box with the most
votes will win a $25.00 Gift Certificate.
Since we do not have full capacity in person meetings we are looking for ways to have online raffles and
raise funds at the same time. This also has fun part added. So start tying! Deadline is April 1st. I know
Sheldon has already started filling a box up.
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Mink Pond Club Trip
May 1st and 2nd
(Limited to 8 people)
Tony Cocchiara has graciously set up a fishing outing to the Mink Pond Club for Delaware Valley Fly Fishers.
We would arrive at Mink Pond Club at 9:00 am on May 1st and depart at 4:00 on May 2nd. We will fish the
Little Bushkill Creek, which flows through the club property and is stocked with 14-16" trout. We also
release trophy trout, 19"+ weekly so there is a real chance to catch a nice rod bender. A 3 or 4 wt. rod
seems to be ideal but many people also use 5 wt. rods so bring the rod you’re most comfortable
casting. The stream is about 30 feet across at its widest point so not a lot of long casts are needed. Mink
Pond is a private club with 2500 acres and approx. 1.5 miles of stream that is broken up into 3
sections. The upper stream is a calm flowing stream ideal for dry fly fishing and streamers. The middle
stream is filled with pocket pools ideal for nymph fishing and streamer fishing and the lower stream is a
forest stream that is ideal for the person who likes tight quarters and short casts. We will limit this trip to 8
people because we'll have two members of Mink Pond there to help guide two groups of 4. The stewards
will provide lunch and dinner for us on Saturday, May 1st and breakfast and lunch on Sunday, May
2nd. Overnight accommodations will be private rooms with shared bathrooms. The clubhouse is very
comfortable and all sheets and towels will be provided. There is a member stocked bar area so we'll have
everyone bring their favorite beverage of choice. The bar is fully stocked with mixers and soft drinks so no
need to bring tonic or soda. I'm attaching a brochure about the club here in case anyone would like to view
the details. Call Tony for any questions for about what to bring and what flies to use. This is going to be a
fun trip and it's not unusual for the experienced fly fisherman to have a 20 fish day. The cost of this trip is
$150 which includes all meals, daily rod fees and overnight accommodations and a valid PA fishing license
will be needed along with a trout stamp. My cell phone is 201-410-6987 for anyone who has questions
about the trip.

Mink Pond Club Registration

Mail Registration from to Delaware Valley Fly Fishers at 207 Hibiscus Drive, Chalfont PA 18914 C/O Jerry
Coviello. Make checks payable to Delaware Valley Fly Fishers. ONLY 8 spots.
Trip Cost $150 MAY 1st to May 2nd

Name: ________________________________________ Phone ____________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________________________
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https://flyfishersinternational.org/Membership/Membership-Overview
Since 1964, Fly Fishers International has been an organized voice for fly fishers. We represent all aspects of fly fishing – from
the art of fly tying and casting instruction, to the protection of and access to fisheries around the world. A 501c3 non-profit
organization formally known as The International Federation of Fly Fishers, FFI is driven by three fundamental pillars:
Conservation, Education, and Community. Together, these pillars provide the foundation for our vision of the future of fly
fishing — a future in which anglers have access to prime waters and fish can thrive in healthy, protected habitats; in which
learning never stops and artistry is not forgotten; and that recognizes the true value of camaraderie. If we want this legacy
to be experienced by future generations, we have to work to make that happen.
WHO WE ARE
• An international non-profit organization
• Fly fishers, fly casters, and fly tiers
• Conservationists of all fish in all waters
• Educators of all things fly fishing
• Supporters of the fly fishing community

WHAT WE DO
• Help to protect and enhance fish and fisheries worldwide
• Provide top-quality fly casting and tying instruction
• Cultivate and strengthen the fly fishing community
• Curate and preserve fly fishing artifacts, art, and literature
• Pass on the legacy of fly fishing

WHAT MEMBERS GET
• Access to an unmatched repository of knowledge (Learning Center)
• Special offers and discounts
• Recognition for special skills or achievements
• Access to a network of like-minded outdoor enthusiasts
• A chance to help make a positive impact on the sport

Delaware Valley Fly Fishers PA
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Fly of the Month

Blue Charm Salmon Fly
Fly tied and photos by Jerry Coviello

There are several versions of the Blue Charm Hair Wing each with its own set of proportions.
The patterns cover different styles from the Atlantic Salmon Classic Hair Wing style to the low
water version developed for specific water conditions. The pattern chosen for the Silver
Award program is one that leans towards the low water style but is adjusted more to the
"Steelhead" tie as shown in Flies for Atlantic Salmon by Dick Stewart and Farrow Allen.
Western Steelhead patterns often tend to be somewhere between the Atlantic Salmon and
low water styles. The following proportions should be adhered to for this tie;

Materials
Hook: Low Water Salmon Hook Size 2—4
Thread: Black or UNI-Thread 8/0 Black
Tip: Fine silver oval tinsel
Rib: Small silver oval tinsel slightly larger than that used for the Tip
Tail: Golden Pheasant crest
Tag: Yellow silk or rayon floss
Body: Black silk or rayon floss
Hackle: Blue hackle (Kingfisher Blue)
Wing: Gray Squirrel tail
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Step 1
Mount hook in vise jaws, attach thread
about one eye length behind hook eye, and
lay a flat thread base to the rear ending just
in front of the position above the hook
point

Step 2
Prepare the end of the tip tinsel by stripping off
some of the metal sheathing leaving the tinsel
core exposed. Tie in the tinsel core on top of the
shank at a position that will allow you to catch a
few turns around the tinsel coating as you reach
the position directly above the halfway point
between the hook point and the barb point

Step 3
Make 3 or 4 close turns of the tinsel to
form the tip. Tie off underneath the shank
with 1 or 2 turns of thread. While holding
tension on the thread bobbin, cut the
waste of the tinsel leaving about ¼ of an
inch of waste. With tweezers, and still
holding tension on the bobbin, strip off
the metal coating back to the tie-down
position. Trim off any metal waste. Bind
down the tinsel core waste to the
underside of the shank
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Step 4
Wrap the thread forward to a position one
eye length to the right of the point above
the hook point. Tie in the floss tag material
on the bottom of the shank slightly to the
off-side of the bottom of the hook

Step 5
Wrap the yellow floss tag material down
the shank in flat touching turns to the tip
tie-down position then wrap the floss
forward in slightly overlapping flat turns
to the tie off position. This should result
in a slightly tapered tag. Tie off the floss
and trim the waste leaving about a ¼ inch
waste. While holding onto the bobbin to
provide tension on the tying thread,
carefully burnish the floss tag to smooth
out any irregularities in the wraps if
necessary

.
Step 6
Select a Golden Pheasant crest feather for
the tail. The tip of the tail should be located
approximately ½ gap behind the bend of the
hook and should curve upwards to a position
about a gap or 1½ gap above the shank.
Prepare the tail crest by trimming away the
fibers near the bottom of the stem leaving
tiny stubs along the feather stem. This will
aid in keeping the stem from rotating as you
tie it onto the shank. Tie the tail feather onto
the shank so it lies in the plane of the hook.
Bind the stem down using flat thread wraps.
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Step 7
Tie the oval silver tinsel two eye lengths
behind the eye. Keep the tinsel under
the hook shank

Step 8
To minimize bumps in the body, tiedown the ribbing core along the bottom
or slightly to the off-side of the bottom
of the hook shank using flat thread
turns. The tying thread should just
catch the metal ribbing sheath about
two turns before reaching the tail tie-in
position. When you eventually wrap the
ribbing, it will pull forward to directly
under the hook shank when making the
first rib wrap

Step 9
After tying in the rib material, use flat
thread wraps as you take the tying thread
forward. If there are irregular spots along
the hook shank, use your tying thread to
form a smooth underbody. A burnishing
tool may help. A rotary vise will allow you
to check the underbody and locate uneven
spots. Attach the black body floss at the
body tie in position
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Step 10
Wrap the black floss body
material down the shank keeping
the fibers as flat as possible and
use touching turns. Then wrap
the body material forward using
slightly overlapping turns to
create a very slight taper. Try to
create a cigar shape. Tie off the
floss. Do not cut the tag ends yet.
You may want to burnish the
body floss to assure a smooth
body surface

Step 11
Wrap the ribbing material forward
creating five evenly spaced ribs. Make
two wraps of your tying thread around
the rib material to tie it off at the
bottom of the hook shank and hold
onto the bobbin to keep tension on the
thread. Trim the rib waste leaving about
¼ inch tag end. While maintaining
tension on the thread, use your
tweezers to pull off the metal sheath
revealing the tinsel core. Cut any metal
sheath material off and make several
turns to bind down the core fibers. Trim
all waste ends at this time

Step 12
Prepare the blue hackle by folding it,
stripping off excess lower stem fibers, and
trimming away hackle fibers along the
stem at the tip. Hackle fiber length should
allow the hackle fibers to almost touch
the hook point when tied into position.
Tie in the hackle by the tip with concave
side down. Pull the tip back under the
shank and make a wrap of tying thread to
secure the hackle. Trim the waste
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Step 13
Wrap the hackle on as a throat
and tie it off. This will increase
the effectiveness of folding the
hackle. Trim away the waste
hackle. Pull the hackle down as a
collar and use a pinching
technique to direct the hackle
fibers back so they point toward
the hook

Step 14
Select, clean, and stack the squirrel tail
material for the wing. Position the
fibers so the tip of the wing goes back
to the tip of the tail. Transfer the fibers
to the left hand and pre-glue the butts
of the hair fibers. Pre-cut the butts of
the hair fibers to the appropriate length
so no trimming is necessary after the
wing is mounted. Position the fibers on
top of the hook shank in the wing tiedown position and make a soft loop
around the hair material. Make several
tighter wraps as you bind the wing
down

Step 15
Form the head. Whipfinish the head
Coat the head with several coats of head
cement
Complete
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Articles for the Flies and Lies newsletter must be submitted by the first week of the month to be
published in the following publication.
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